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Abstract

The present study was conducted to investigate the effectiveness of guided
reading of classical Persian literary texts on students’ cultural intelligence and
sense of national belonging. This study adopted a quantitative approach and
employed a quasi-experimental pretest-posttest design with a control group.
The statistical population consisted of secondary school students, from whom a
sample was selected through multistage cluster sampling and assigned to
experimental and control groups. The experimental group participated in a
guided reading program of classical Persian literary texts over 10 sessions, while
the control group received regular instruction. Data were collected using the
Cultural Intelligence Questionnaire and the Sense of National Belonging
Questionnaire and were analyzed through descriptive statistics and multivariate
analysis of covariance (MANCOVA). The findings indicated that guided reading
of classical Persian literary texts had a positive and significant effect on
enhancing students’ cultural intelligence and sense of national belonging. A
positive and significant relationship was also found between cultural
intelligence and sense of national belonging. Accordingly, it can be concluded
that the purposeful use of classical Persian literary texts in the educational
process, in addition to promoting cultural understanding, can help strengthen
students’ identity bonds and their conscious sense of belonging to society and
national culture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In contemporary educational settings, schools are expected not only to promote
students’ academic achievement but also to strengthen their cultural understanding, social
identity, and sense of belonging to their national community. In multicultural and rapidly
changing societies, students need to develop the ability to understand cultural differences,
interpret values and traditions, and establish meaningful connections with their own cultural
heritage. In this regard, cultural intelligence has emerged as an important construct, referring to
an individual’s capability to function effectively in culturally diverse contexts. At the same time,
a sense of national belonging plays a key role in shaping students’ social cohesion, identity
development, and emotional attachment to their society. Literature, especially classical literary
texts, has long been recognized as a rich source of cultural meanings, historical memory, moral
values, and collective identity. Classical Persian literature, in particular, contains deep
representations of wisdom, ethics, national consciousness, and human relations that can
contribute to students’ intellectual and emotional growth. However, the educational value of such
texts depends greatly on the method through which they are taught. Guided reading, as an
interactive and structured instructional approach, provides students with opportunities to engage
actively with texts, reflect on meanings, discuss cultural themes, and connect literary concepts to
their personal and social experiences. Despite the recognized importance of literature in
education, limited empirical attention has been paid to the role of guided reading of classical
Persian literary texts in enhancing students’ cultural intelligence and sense of national belonging.
Therefore, the present study was conducted to examine whether guided reading of classical
Persian literary texts can effectively improve these two important educational and social
outcomes among secondary school students.

Method: This study was conducted using a quantitative approach and a quasi-experimental
design based on a pretest-posttest structure with a control group. The statistical population
consisted of all upper secondary school students in Shahriar during the 2024-2025 academic
year. To select the participants, a multistage cluster sampling method was employed. In the first
stage, several upper secondary schools were selected from among the schools in Shahriar. In the
next stage, eligible eleventh-grade classes were chosen as sampling clusters. Finally, 60 students
were selected from these clusters and were randomly assigned to two groups: an experimental
group consisting of 30 students and a control group consisting of 30 students. The inclusion
criteria were enrollment in the eleventh grade and informed consent to participate in the study.
Students who were absent from more than 25% of the intervention sessions were excluded from
the final analysis. Before the intervention, both groups completed the pretest measures related to
cultural intelligence and sense of national belonging. The experimental group then participated in
a 10-session guided reading program focused on selected classical Persian literary texts. These
sessions were designed to encourage active reading, interpretation of cultural and ethical themes,
discussion, reflection, and connection of literary content with students’ personal and social
experiences. Meanwhile, the control group received the usual educational program without any
additional intervention. After the completion of the intervention, both groups completed the
posttest measures. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and multivariate
analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) in order to compare the posttest scores of the two groups
while controlling for the effects of pretest scores. This analytical procedure made it possible to
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determine the effectiveness of the guided reading intervention on students’ cultural intelligence
and sense of national belonging.

Findings: The statistical analysis began with the evaluation of descriptive indices, which
indicated a noticeable improvement in the mean scores of both cultural intelligence and the sense
of national belonging for the experimental group in the posttest phase compared to their pretest
baselines. In contrast, the control group showed no significant fluctuations in their scores. Before
conducting the main inferential analysis, the underlying assumptions of the multivariate analysis
of covariance (MANCOVA) were verified. The Shapiro-Wilk test confirmed the normality of the
data distribution, and Levene’s test verified the homogeneity of variances across the groups.
Furthermore, the assumption of homogeneity of regression slopes was met, validating the use of
the covariance model. The main MANCOVA results revealed a statistically significant overall
difference between the experimental and control groups after controlling for the pretest scores
(Wilks’ Lambda = 0.453, F = 33.27, P < 0.001). Individual univariate analysis of covariance
(ANCOVA) tests were then examined to evaluate each dependent variable separately. The
results demonstrated that the guided reading intervention had a significant positive effect on the
students’ cultural intelligence (F = 61.32, P < 0.001, partial eta squared = 0.518), indicating that
the treatment accounted for 51.8% of the variance in cultural intelligence. Similarly, a significant
posttest increase was observed in the sense of national belonging for the experimental group (F =
53.88, P < 0.001, partial eta squared = 0.490), indicating that the intervention accounted for
49.0% of the variance in this variable. Finally, Pearson correlation analysis revealed a positive
and significant relationship (r = 0.61, P < 0.001) between cultural intelligence and the sense of
national belonging, demonstrating that improvements in cultural intelligence were strongly
associated with a higher sense of national belonging among the participants.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that guided reading of classical
Persian literary texts can serve as an effective educational intervention for enhancing students’
cultural intelligence and sense of national belonging. The significant improvement observed in
the experimental group suggests that structured engagement with classical literature provides
students with opportunities to reflect on cultural values, historical continuity, ethical concepts,
and shared collective meanings embedded in Persian literary heritage. Through guided reading,
students do not merely encounter literary texts as aesthetic or linguistic artifacts; rather, they are
encouraged to interpret, discuss, and connect textual meanings with contemporary social and
cultural experiences. The increase in cultural intelligence can be explained by the dialogic and
interpretive nature of the intervention. Classical Persian texts often contain diverse cultural,
moral, and social perspectives, and guided discussion helps students compare viewpoints,
recognize cultural complexity, and develop deeper awareness of identity and difference. This
process may strengthen metacognitive, cognitive, motivational, and behavioral aspects of
cultural intelligence. Similarly, the improvement in national belonging suggests that literary
education, when implemented reflectively, can reinforce students’ emotional and cognitive
connection with their cultural and national heritage. The positive correlation between cultural
intelligence and national belonging further shows that these two constructs are not separate
outcomes; rather, greater cultural understanding may contribute to a more conscious and
meaningful form of national attachment. Overall, the results support the integration of guided
reading strategies into literature and humanities education. Such interventions can move literary
instruction beyond memorization and textual explanation toward identity formation, intercultural
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awareness, and civic-cultural development. It is therefore recommended that curriculum planners
and teachers use classical Persian literary texts through interactive, question-based, and reflective
methods. Future studies may examine the long-term effects of this intervention across different
educational levels, regions, and types of literary texts.
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